Great Books Composition


Fall semester topics and due dates 2006





(Please note that more detailed instructions will be provided in class.)


								DUE DATES


						Outline	Rough	Final		


Assignment I - Encomium and Invective	M. 9/20	M. 9/25	W. 10/4	


		  Texts: (I) Iliad    (II) Aeneid	


		  Description:  Using the supplied classical models, gather evidence and


		  then write an encomium, in praise of the character, and an invective,


		  disparaging the character.





Assignment II - Anecdote			M.10/9	M. 10/16	W. 10/25


		  Texts: (I) Homer  (II) Livy


		   You will be given a "wise saying" from the author.  Using the supplied


		   classical model, you will develop an essay evaluating the truth of the


		   saying.





Assignment III - Character			M.10/30	M. 11/6	W. 11/15


		Texts: (I) Odyssey (II) Conquest of Gaul


		You will be presented with a tactical challenge.  Taking on the voice and


  		character of Odysseus (I) or Julius Caesar (II), with which your reading


	          has made you very familiar, you will describe how to address the challenge.








Assignment IV - Analyzing the author	M. 12/4	M. 12/11	W. 12/20


		Texts: (I) Sophocles (II)  Plutarch


		Both of these authors emphasize the character traits of individuals 


		(fictional or historical) as the primary factor in the outcomes of their


		lives.  How does the author compose his work to show that it is


		character that plays the largest role in one's fate? (You will look at


		structure, language, interactions, foils, etc.)





		


